goodness means that He, at least, respects
the order which He put into His creatures.
With men, that order includes free will,
and that will is capable of disordering it-
self, and thus becoming evil. That free will
is, in itself, good; it is good because it en-
ables man, by himself and freely, to choose
the good. So God must allow men to ex-
ercise that will; otherwise He is removing
the good which ought to be in man’s spiri-
tual soul, and would thus Himself be caus-
ing evil. So God must allow man to cause
evil lest He Himself cause evil in His crea-
tures.

So far from disproving the goodness
(and therefore the existence) of God, this
objection further proves it.

Conclusion

A pamphlet this size cannot, of course, pre-
tend to provide the definitive answer to
this most difficult question. The problem
of evil has occupied philosophers for many
centuries. However, it does demonstrate
that using this issue to attempt to dis-
prove God’s existence is misguided, and ul-
timately fails. God exists; He is good; and
we must all come to know Him as best we
can.

Goretti Publications
708 Orchard Street
Martinsville, VA 24112
http://gorpub.freeshell.org
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The

Problem

of
Ewvil

Doubters have, for thousands of years,
brought up the “problem of evil” as an ob-
jection to the essential goodness of the uni-
verse, or to the goodness of the God Who
made it. Often, they have even brought up
this problem to object to the very existence
of that God. Is there any substance to this
objection? Or can the “problem of evil” be
explained in another way?

The Problem

The problem of evil which has been the
cause of so much contention over the cen-
turies is surprisingly simple. Essentially, it
goes thus:

If there is a God, He must be per-
fectly good, since He would unite
all perfections in Himself. Further-
more, He must have created every-
thing. Yet there is evil in the world.
This means that God must have cre-
ated the evil, and therefore that God
would have evil in Himself; this is
contrary to the nature of God, and
therefore God cannot exist.

Does this argument hold any water?
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